Somaliland/Somalia (Feb 09) Abdi jama

1. Status of Conservation Projects 

The plans of the Ministry of Tourism, at the urging of NatureSomaliland to organize formal protection in the form of a National Park for Sa'ada Ad- Din Archipelago is still on a slow simmer. These are a grouping of eleven relatively pristine but increasingly threatened coral & volcanic islands off the Somaliland coast in Zeila Distict near the Djibouti border. 

There are huge gull and tern populations there. Practically all of the seabird species on these islands have been declining since Governor Sir Geoffrey Archer's time over a century ago. 

There is a large unregulated fishing activity around these islands that is wreaking havoc on the fish stock, sea cucumber and marine turtles. 
Just like I have experienced elsewhere in Africa, the bureaucrats here are in no hurry to do anything. But we persist! 

2. Conservation Concerns
Like many other African countries I have lived in the last fifteen years, environmental degradation is the major concern in Somalian / Somalia. The unrelenting loss of vegetation cover from grasses to acacia woodlands is sobering. The resulting dead landscape of huge tracts of desolate lands in the country is dispiriting.
The loss of mature acacia trees and bushes along large wadis (dry river courses) affects tree-nesting and roosting  birds. This could explain the almost total disappearance of our roosting vulture species in most of the country. 

3. Significant Bird Sightings / Discoveries 

Even though I am no expert on birds by a long shot, I tend to run into gems in Somaliland that are not seen here in over a century. Sometimes, I photograph species that mystify even experts in their attempts at identification (see few attached here). Very rarely have experts ventured this way. This is partly explained by the unflattering reputation and remoteness of the country. 

I am working on a pictorial checklist of as many of the birds of Somaliland as possible.  

4. New Contacts with other Bird Clubs 

There are no 'bird clubs' in Somaliland/Somalia yet. With some external resources and expertise, we are planning to set up a nature centre just outside Hargeisa mainly for schoolchildren. 

We are also going to work with a couple of co-educational ( must have girls too) elementary schools as soon as we organize some binoculars, bird books and literature on birds and other creatures. We hope to hook some into birds and birding. Make them lifetime addicts. I wish at that age in my time as a schoolboy, some one taught me even a bit about birds in place of Algebra!!! 

5. Promotional Activity for ABC (e.g. talks) 
In addition to #4, we are planning to have a weekly nature program on TV and radio.  We are setting up shop these days. 

Even though my birding activities just plain mystify our people ( a grown man with strange equipment peering up trees with binoculars and so on), they are really happy however, to hear about birds, their tribes, sub-tribes, clans and sub-clans; those that stay year round and those that migrate to remote lands like Finland, Sweden, Kazakhstan and even Siberia and back depending on the seasons. 

6. Other Concerns or Issues. 

Many birds are illegally caught for export mainly to collectors in the Arab countries. Bustards are particularly targeted. Well-to-do falconer parties also come to pursue their cruel pastime. 

