Northern Senegal
(St. LouisRichard TolandPodor)
8 & 9 September 2018
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Synopsis:

A short break over a weekend to visit thremownedbirding spots in northern Seneg#he marshes

south ofthe northern town ofSt. Louisand the Mauitania border towns oRichard Toll and Podor. It
being¥ 28F I &BepyeMber and the rainy seas@xpectations were modest, but the trip ultimately

turned up a few surprises and delivered three lifrd: @A f SQ& . dza G+ NRXI CdzZ @2 dza
Cuckoo

My guide was the very amiable and capaldlbdou (Carlos) Lwhom | learned of from Andry M&aR Q
trip report of a trip to Northern and Central Senegal in MaAgiril 2018. Abdoseems to prefehis
birth namefor his Frenckspeaking customers ar@arlo$ior his Englistspeaking clientsl admirehis
flexibility. Heis based at Toubacoutaouth-centralSenegaland can be contactefibr guiding services
at: carlosToubacouta@yahoo.fr
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Friday, 7 September
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van from the capital at 15:30 and arrived at our hotel in St. Louis at ZRSWkms) St. Louis was the

original capital of French West Africa and merits a visit in its own right with time to explore the charming

and laid back colonial centre.

Saturday, 8 September

We departed at 05:00am, bound northeast for Richard (I€l6 kmsyandthen on to the Podor area
(approximately 100kms further eastur chief reason for visiting Podor was to try our luck3otden
Nightjar, Caprimulgus eximiystrue desertSahelian species, which had been seen by Mears and Abdou
atin the same area dtaster time 2018. However, approached the quest with low expectations

given the rains in the area and the greening of the desert. We searched in vaios®oa five hours;
surmising that the bird was likely to have retreated north and east into the true desert of the Sahel for
the rainy season. Another trip in the making!

However, the birding was pleasatihe heat tolerableand the open savanna was\wadiwith good
numbers of birds, many of them in active courtship and breeding mode. Especially prominent was
Sudan Golden SparroviPasser luteus indeed, it seemed thagvery thorn bush housed at least one
nestwith attendantproud bird parents.

Thorn bush and Sparrow nestind typical vegetation after the West African monsoon rains



The same bird having found a mate just a little recreational sex?

Other birds seen in the areawe®:S Y Y A y O QG@urspripsindin8kijNorthern Greyheaded
Sparrow,Passer grisey€hestnutbellied Starling Lamprotornis pulcheiGreater Blueeared Starling
Lamprotornis chalybaeuSouthern Grey Shrikd_anius meridionalis elegarSricket Warbler Spiloptila
clamans Northern Anteater-Chat Myrmecocichla a. aethiopRufous Scrub RobjiCercotrichas
galactotes Black Scrub RobjriCercotrichas podob@&ndBlackcrowned Sparrow LarkEremopterix
nigriceps.
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Chestnutbellied Starling (male at left) and female (right)
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A nice surprise was an encounter with a small partiyuwdfous Babblefor Chatterer) Turdoides fulva
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Mauritanian border). In all, about six birds were seen, with one bird keeping vigil on top of a broom

shruh Interestingly, and despite the name, the birds were sifenthe entire period of viewing (15

minutes)



