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Grant of £350 donated by Africa Bird Club Conservation Fund in February 2016 
 
Purpose of fund: 
 
To assist in the training of local Uganda Bird Guides, and to provide the ‘Birds of Uganda’ book by Sherry 
McKelvie and Quentin Meunier to the students to help their recognition skills and their interaction with 
foreign tourists, since the birds are named in 9 languages. 

 

Two of the founders of the Uganda Bird Guides Club, Alfred Twinomujuni and Johnnie Kamugisha hold 

regular training sessions for would-be guides, and then go on to encourage them and nurture them into 

being Bird Guides competent to guide tourists of all nationalities. 

 

The Benefit of the fund: 

Better trained local Guides.  Uganda is a poor country and depends on tourism for a large part of its 

income.  Being able to show a picture of a bird, and its name, to French, Spanish, German, Italian, English, 

Japanese, Chinese and Russian clients is a huge ‘plus’. 

 

The Book: 

Birds of Uganda is a 412-page photographic book containing 290 of the more common species in full 

colour.  It is not a scientific book, but rather a photo companion to the Sevenson and Fanshawe book ‘Birds 

of East Africa’. 

              

 

https://africageographic.com/blog/book-review-birds-of-uganda/  



 

Implementation: 

The training sessions took place in and around Bwindi Impenetrable Forest – an area known not only for its 

Mountain Gorilla population, but also for its wonderful birdlife – in July 2016.  Whilst the majority of Uganda 

National Parks boast reasonable Bird Guides, more were needed in the Bwindi area.  Rampant destruction 

of habitat in the surrounding areas was also addressed, with awareness training which the local students 

could take back to share in their villages.  Development of new Bird Trails was also undertaken. 

The initial training of 10 participants took place in the Buhoma area by two trainers, Johnny Kamugisha and 

Alfred Twinomujuni. Alfred was later approached by elders from the southern area of the forest, which also 

has a rich but unexploited bird life, requesting him to train their local lads.  A rise in the number of female 

Bird Guides has also been encouraging. 

Training included general theory, bird recognition, habitat awareness and tourism skills.  All participants 

have been enthusiastic, but sadly only a few of them have been able to afford second-hand binoculars.  

The earlier students were given secondhand binoculars donated to us by the RSPB. 

All students were delighted to receive the Birds of Uganda books and wish to thank you from the bottom of 

their hearts! 

 
 

 



 

Just a few of the lovely birds to be seen in Bwindi 

 

            

         

Clockwise from top left: Bar-tailed Trogon Apaloderma vittatum; Yellow-bellied Waxbill Coccopygia quartinia; Black-

throated Apalis Apalis jacksoni; Western Green Tinkerbird Pogoniulus coryphaea; Regal Sunbird Cinnyris regius; 

White-starred Robin Pogonocichla stellata; Mountain Oriole Oriolus percivali.  



 

 

      

       

 

Clockwise from top left: Regal Sunbird Cinnyris regius; Red-faced Woodland-warbler Phylloscopus laetus; White-

tailed Blue-flycatcher Elminia albicauda; Handsome Francolin Pternistis nobilis; Grey Cuckooshrike Ceblepyris 

caesius; Augur Buzzard Buteo augur. 

 

 

Some of your readers might also be interested in an article I wrote for Africa Geographic Magazine in 2013: 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 



 


