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Status of Conservation Projects 
 

Work continues on the development of a new conservation project in the SW Rainforest ecosystem at Omo amd 

Oluwa Forest Reserves. Boundaries for the proposed reserve have now been identified and are awaiting 

ratification by the State Governments. A REDD Initiative has been developed for Cross River State and 

approval for this is expected later this year. Also, in Cross River a new survey of all Picathartes breeding sites 

was undertaken and a new easily accessible site was opened up for birders. In addition, a project to safeguard 

the grasslands in the north of the state which harbour the largest roost of Barn Swallows wintering in Africa was 

commenced. 

 

Conservation Concerns 

 

The important montane forests on Obudu Plateau continue to be destroyed at an alarming rate as the population 

pressure continues to build up. Deforestation, overgrazing and illegal hunting are major problems in virtually 

every protected area in the country. A major concern is the total disappearance of all the large species of 

vultures which have now been completely extirpated even in game reserves where formally they were 

widespread. Even Hooded Vultures have now disappeared from most of the north of the country. It would 

appear that this is largely to service the huge demand for vulture parts in the juju trade. Crowned Cranes have 

also been wiped out in the country and all species of bustards are now rarely seen.  

 

Significant Bird Sightings/Discoveries 

 

A Lesser Spotted Eagle with a radio transmitter was killed in the SE of the country in December and this was 

only the 2nd substantiated record of this species for Nigeria. A Short-toed Eagle with a radio transmitter was 

also killed in the same month in the NW of the country. A Crowned Eagle was seen at its nest in Okomu 

National Park in September. There are very few breeding records of this eagle in Nigeria. In October, a Bar-

tailed Trogon nest, several Bannerman's Weaver nests, a Gilbert's Babbler nest and a Baglafecht Weaver nest 

were all found on Obudu Plateau. All of these species are restricted to the Cameroon Montane Forest which 

extends over the border into Nigeria. 

 

New Contacts with other Bird Clubs 

 

The Nigerian Conservation Foundation recently established a Lekki Bird Club at its headquarters in Lagos and 

we have close links with this.  

 

Promotional Activity for ABC 
 

Funds are available in 2011 to increase the number of ABC members as new graduates emerge from the 

A.P.Leventis Ornithological Research Institute in Jos. A talk was given at the University of Jos in October to 

over 400 students by Will Cresswell on the importance of birds and this generated a lot of interest. In early 

January, Nigel Collar gave an illuminating lecture on "Birds and People" to members of the Nigerian 

Conservation Foundation which generated a lot of discussion. Next month, Paul Buckley is to give a talk on the 

role of the RSPB in Africa to the Nigerian Field Society in Lagos. 

 

Other Concerns or Issues. 

 

Most of the IBAs in Nigeria still do not have adequate protection and in the current economic recession, funding 

is the major problem mitigating against this 

 


