Conservation Concerns

There are three conservation concerns in Djibouti: 

1. The juniper forest that the only endemic bird in the country depends on is virtually dead especially in and around Forest du Day. The semi-montane habitat is trashed by livestock. In a trip I accompanied an Ethiopian Botanist and forester (Professor Worati Kelbessa) early last year, we found the devastated ancient forest a sad sight to behold. There’s a kind fungus that attacks the tips of young branches and there is a dearth of new growth even in the enclosed site. The good professor was despondent. No one much cares or has any plans to do anything about this dying forest. The endemic francolin (P. ocropectus) which is said to depend on this juniper procera forest may be in serious trouble soon.

2. The second conservation concern in Djibouti is that the Chilean Misquite, Prospis Chilensis, bush has almost taken over most of the lower hillsides and water courses in the country. It has overwhelmed the native trees and the natural vegetation. This bush out-competes any of the hardy acacia trees and even the Masasa. The birdlife and other wild animals are being seriously affected. You can see the devastation as one drives out of Djibouti and heads towards the Somaliland border.

3. The third conservation concern in Djibouti is the presence of the Indian House Crow, (Corvus splendens). This alien species has inundated Djibouti city and entire coastal strip. It has been expanding into neighbouring Somaliland where it is affecting the fragile series of islands that are important for breeding gulls and terns (L. leucophthalmus and S. bergii for instance). Here too, one is concerned even though quite a few international conservation groups want to help in the eradication of this bird.

Significant Bird Sightings / Discoveries

I have had excellent sightings of Arabian Golden Sparrow, P. uchlorus on the salt bushes behind Siesta Hotel just on the other side of the railway tracks.

New Contacts with other Bird Clubs

We have contact with Mr Houssein Rayalle of Djibouti Nature. We at NatureSomaliland would love to collaborate with DjiboutiNture on the Indian House Crow menace.

Promotional Activity for ABC (e.g. talks) 

French being THE language in Djibouti, it has been  a bit tricky having access to most schools.

Other Concerns or Issues

Almost the entire waterfront is now built-up. Expensive estates are reaching Horomis Island towards the Somaliland border. It is getting more difficult to access the beaches which are getting crowded to the detriment of the bird life. The wonderful congregation of Lesser Flamingos, P. minor, on the European Sewage Works site is suffering from all the construction noise, and gangs of youth collect grass inside and around the facility.

To the west, the new port project has affected the few remaining mangrove forest stands and except for a few Greater flamingos, P. rubber, there are hardly any birds to see all the way across to the Djibouti Port Bay. During low tide, one sees packs of dogs chasing the Greater Flamingos, the few European Spoonbills, P. leucorodia as well as the waders.

