
Ascension Island: John Hughes  
 
2.1.1. Status of Conservation Projects  
 
During 2011 the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds has continued with the management of 
seabird conservation on Ascension Island. Feral cats Felis silvestris were eradicated in 2002-2004 
and thereafter potential reintroductions were monitored. No feral cats were recorded in 2011. 
Seabirds that were largely restricted to off shore stacks have started to nest in cat accessible sites on 
the main island. The Masked Booby Sula dactylatra appear to be the avian species to have benefited 
the most from the cat eradication programme with the breeding population on the Letterbox peninsula 
increasing from 24 nests in October 1996 to 472 nests in January 2012.  
2.1.2. Conservation Concerns  
 

Seabird breeding success is of conservation concern. Non-native invasive species continue to contribute to the 

decline in seabird breeding success. Despite efforts to control the population Myna birds Acridotheres tristis 

predate seabird eggs. The Sooty Tern Onychoprion fuscata colony is encroached by Mexican thorn bushes 

Prosopis juliflora. Of most concern is the increase in the rodent population following cat eradication. Black Rats 

Rattus rattus adversely impact seabird eggs and chicks. The rat population requires monitoring to detect 

potential mesopredator release. 

 
2.1.3. Significant Bird Sightings / Discoveries  
 
Sooty Terns are a migratory pelagic seabird that breeds on Ascension Island. To discover the location 
of their non-breeding range 20 terns were fitted with geolocators in April 2011 (Fig. 1). The following 
breeding season in January 2012 three of the geolocators were recovered (Ascension Island Sooty 
Terns breed sub-annually). The findings await analysis.  
It was discovered that Masked Boobies nests on Ascension Island could be seen using Google 
Earth™ satellite imagery see:-.  
Hughes, B. J., Martin, G. R. & Reynolds, S. J. 2011. The use of Google Earth™ satellite imagery to detect the 

nests of Masked Boobies Sula dactylatra. Wildlife Biology. 17: 210–216. 

 
2.1.4. New Contacts with other Bird Clubs  
 
There was no bird club on Ascension Island in 2011. The Ascension Island Government Conservation 
Office was the focus for birding activities. The British “Army Ornithological Society” mounted an 
expedition to the island in April 2011.  
 
2.1.5. Promotional Activity for ABC (e.g. talks)  
 
A paper entitled “Estimate of Sooty Tern Onychoprion fuscatus population size following cat 
eradication on Ascension Island, south Atlantic” was submitted for publication to the Bulletin of the 
African Bird Club.  
 
2.1.6. Other Concerns or Issues  
 

A minimum of 17 (0.14%) of the population of 12,500 endemic Ascension Island Frigate Fregata aquila (red 

list classified: vulnerable) fatally collided with wind turbines on Ascension Island in 2011. 


